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ERGOTISM AMONGST THE TROOPS IN SPAIN.

DR. SIGMOND read a paper at a late

meeting of the Medico-Botanical .Society, in
which he entered into an elaborate review
of the opinions published with regard to

the medical effects of the ergot of rye. In

giving a description of the symptoms of

ergotism, he mentioned that he had no
doubt that the disease at present so fatal to
the English troops in Spain, arose from the
bread containing large quantities of ergot
of rye, the description of the affection pro-
duced completely coinciding with that term-
ed "ergotism" by writers. If proper in-

quiries were made on the subject, he felt
convinced that the charges brought against
the bakers of attempting to poison the troops
would be abandoned.

COMPOSITION OF FRANKS’S QUACK SO-
LU1JON OF COPAIBA. &mdash;(From a Corre-

spondent.)&mdash;At a late meeting of the Me-
dico-Botanical Society, Dr. SIGMOND de-
tailed some experiments which had been
made in Mr. Battley’s laboratory, which had
led to the discovery of the mode in which
"Franks’s Specific" was formed. He show-
ed to the Society the results of several trials
by which it was fully ascertained that the
balsam, triturated with magnesia, rendered
solid, and then diffused in spirits of wine,
to which spirits of nitrous ether were add-
ed, became capable of being mixed with
water, and afforded the most important
preparation of this valuable remedy that had
yet been found. The only bad effect of
which he had heard, where too large quan-
tities had been taken, was the production
of salivation.

DECEPTION IN A PARTNERSHIP.

J. E. BRIGHT.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR: Conceiving that the publication of

a statement of some circumstances which
have lately occurred to me may prove ad-
vantageous to young members of the pro-
fession, 1 transmit that statement to you for
insertion in your journal, and at the same
time that it acts as a warning to others, it
will demonstrate the inadequacy of the pro-
tection which is affordcd by the law to the
regular practitioner in medicine.
Having advertised for a " Partnership,"

a person named Richard Durnell answered
the adveltisement, stating to me and my
attomey that he was a member of the Col-
lege and the Hall, with other representations
as to his patients, none of which 1 could at
the time detect to be erroneous, so well were

his plans and statements arranged. A few

months after signing a deed of partnership,
I was compelled to prefer charges against
him on account of his acting to my pre-
judice, and having unpleasant legal proceed-
ings instituted against him, which made me
suspicious of his solvency. These charges
were referred to arbitration, notwithstanding
which I was advised by several barristersand an eminent special pleader to arrest

him, though my partner, for money owing,
because being legally neither a surgeon nor
an apothecary, there could be no partner-
ship.

Durnell, after a lapse of three months,
filed his petition in the Insolvent Debtors
Court, and although there was every proof
of his having assumed a character and sta-
tion (by which he had obtained considera-
ble pecuniary credit) to which character he
had no more right than a repairer of watch-
springs or a maker of wooden legs; yet the
court permitted his discharge without a re-
primand for violating the law by this intru-
sion on the rights of the medical profession.
My case is another proof how little regard

is paid, even in a court of justice, to the
rights of the profession. As the law now
stands any person who may have acquired
a slight knowledge of dispensing, may style
himself a "surgeon," and, with slight risk,
attain a good income, while those who ex-
pend their capital in obedience to the law
have no protection afforded them.

I trust that a notice of this case will ex-
cite members of the profession to combine
for the protection of their rights, while
those who may be embarking their all in the
profession, may receive a warning of some
of those shoals which may be concealed from
their view in their progress as practitioners.
I remain, Sir, yours obediently,

14, Lamb’s Conduit-street,
(late of 12, Golden-square,) May 9, 1836.

DR. COPLAND’S DICTIONARY OF PRACTICAL
MEDICINE.

To Me Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR: In answer to a note, signed "A

Subscriber," in the latest Number of THE
LANCET, respecting my Dictionary of Prac-
tical Medicine, allow me to state, that the
report to which he alludes is quite un-
founded ; that I am labouring hard at the
work, and have been doing so since Janu-
ary 1831, when I commenced it ; that I am
not likely to relinquish that which I have
advanced far in completing, and that I have
sundry incentives to persevere&mdash;especially
in a regard for my own reputation, in the
favourable reception the work has met

with, in the encouragement and indulgence
I have received from my publishers, and in
the advantages directly and indirectly ac-
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cruing from it. I regret much that nume.
rous unexpected occurrences have tended
to retard the appearance of the fourth part
as in the case of the third ; but it has ad-
vanced far towards completion, and man)
of the articles for the subsequent parts have
been written for some time. It should be
recollected that each of the parts contains
as much letter-press as five or six octavo
volumes of the common size; that the ar-
ticles are oiiginal, and the subjects are

treated of more fully and comprehensively
than in any other work; that the numerous
opinions and facts adduced are stated so

succinctly that a few pages contain the la-
bour of weeks; and that even the appa-
rently simple matter of arranging them,
and of deciding upon their merits, requires
time, and not a little mental exertion. The
third and fourth parts, moreover, comprise
the subjects of greatest difticaltv. Allow me
to assure the subscribers that I will labour
incessantly until the work is completed ; and
that, if a kind Providence continue my
health and strength in its present state, I
have every reason to expect that this end
will be attained before the termination of
the next vear. I am. Sir. vours &c..

Baalstrode-street, May 9, 1836.
JAMES COPLAND.

DROPPING OF THE HAND

AS A SYMPTOM OF DISEASE.

JOHN MACKINLAY
(Late Surgeon Hon. Co.’s Service)

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR: In a late number of your journal

containing a report of the discussions at s

meeting of the London Medical Society, I
observe that several gentlemen seem agreed
as to the " dropping of the hand" in cases
of poisoning from lead, to be produced from
the use of the brush by painters, that class
of persons, from the nature of their employ-
ment, being especially liable to the dclete-
rious effects of that metal.

Though I do not conceive it to be a point
of much importance, as to whether this

symptom is alone peculiar to painters, I
have had an opportunity of observing the
contrary, in the treatment of nearly the
whole crew of one of the East India Com-
pany’s largest ships, the c,ause and history
of whose cases have no relation to the pre-
sent remarks, but they presented almost
every variety of symptoms which have been
recorded as resulting from the poison of
lead, and amongst them was the " dropping
of the hand ;" this symptom, I confess, oc-
curred but in few instances, and perhaps to
no very obstinate degree, with the exception
of one case, which is at this moment most

prominent in my mind,&mdash;it was that of the
carpenter of the ship, who, after several.

violent attacks of colica pictonum, lost all
power of his upper extremities, or, more

properly, that of the fore-arm and wrists;
upon raising the entire linrlb, the hand hung
down at an acute angle with the arm, seem.
ingly freed from all control of the extensor
muscles. In nearly this condition the manre.
mained for several months, and so helpless M

to be unable to button his own clothes, buthe ultimately regained the entire use of his
arms. He was treated with tonics, occasional
blistering, and pumping cold water on the
wrists. Though he had not altogether re-
covered at the termination of our voyage, he
was instructed to continue the employment
of those means, and in a short time after-
wards was able to resume his duties on
board, in preparation for the ship’s again
proceeding to sea. I am, Sir, yours, &c,,

London, May 1 0th.

EPPING UNION.

REMARKS ON THE REPLY OF MESSRS.

DOBSON AND GODDARD.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SiR : Unwilling as I feel to trespass upon

the columns of your scientific Journal with
such " base matter," yet a sense of justice
to the medical meeting of the Epping Union
(at which I had the honour to act as chair.
man) as well as a desire to bear testimony
to the correctness of your report of their
proceedings, indaces me to reply to Messrs.
Dobson and Goddard’s attempt at explanation
in your last Number, "Magna est veritss,
et prevalebit."
At the meeting alluded to, the following

resolution was proposed:-
"That those who are present do pledge

themselves, as men of honour, neither di-

rectly or indirectly, to make overtures to
the Board of Guardians respecting the at-
tendance of the poor of the Epping Union,
until another meeting has been held, when
such measures shall be adopted as will
promote the best interests of the members
of the medical profession generally in the
Union, to be then conjointly determined;
such meeting to take place after some no-
tice on the subject of medical relief shall
have emanated from the Board of Guar-
dians. And this, as chairman, J submit-
ted, and Messrs. Dobson and Goddard, as
well as the gentlemen present, pledged them-
selves to, bv holding their hands up in affir-selves This can be amply testified by
Messrs. Morgan, Carey, and Davis, of
Woodford, Mr. Soley, of Walthamstow,
Messrs. M’Nab and Loft, of Epping, and
Mr. Haylock, of Harlow, who attended the
meeting ; and this occurred before the chani-


